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 “Jesus himself stood 
among them and said to them, 
‘Peace be with you.’  They were 
startled and terrified, and thought 
that they were seeing a ghost.”  The 
first Easter Sunday as recorded in 
the gospel of Luke, Chapter 24, vers-
es 36 and 37.  Easter Sundays now 
are filled with flowers, grand meals, 
family gatherings, packed churches, 
and Easter treats for the children.  
Our experience of Easter Sunday 
makes it hard to even stop to hear 
the words of scripture from the very 
first Easter Sunday.  Jesus has 
amazing gifts for us in his words and 
action on the first Easter Sunday.  
So, I invite you to set aside your ex-
perience of an Easter Celebration, in 
order to read and listen to the words 
of scripture on the first Easter Sun-
day. 
  
 The disciples had witnessed 
(and if they were not at the cross 
they heard) the gruesome details of 
the beatings and death of Jesus.  
They knew the finality of his death.  
They had experienced death before - 
friends, family – how final death is.  
For the followers of Christ, this 
death meant the end of hope in Je-
sus.  Even though Jesus had told 
them over and over about his death 
and resurrection, it was so hard for 
them to understand what kind of a 
God would suffer and die in order to 
bring about hope and new life.  They 
were hiding together, afraid that the 
leaders would come after them next.  
This was a real fear.  Then Jesus 
showed up.  Of course they were 
startled and terrified and thought 
that they were seeing a ghost!  
Would you not have felt the same 
way? 
  
 
 

 Jesus says to them, “Peace 
be with you.”  “He said to them, 
‘Why are you frightened and why 
do doubts arise in your hearts? 
Look at my hands and my feet; see 
that it is I myself.  Touch me and 
see; for a ghost does not have flesh 
and bones as you see that I 
have.’” (Luke 24:38, 39).  Some-
times it seems like Jesus is the one 
that is a bit slow in understanding 
– the events of the evening of 
Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, 
and now his presence among them 
are scary and make no logical 
sense.  Reasoning does not work, 
they are uncertain who or what 
they can trust.  They know that 
their life is in danger (and it contin-
ues to be in danger as the followers 
of Christ would have to gather and 
worship in darkness for years to 
come).  And how would seeing the 
scars of his brutal death make any-
one feel better?  Would it not have 
been better if he would have been 
raised from the dead without the 
scars – just forget about the whole 
terrible crucifixion?  Jesus – they 
are frightened and for good reason! 
  
 Looking back at the scrip-
ture, let’s read it again, “Jesus him-
self stood among them and said to 
them, ‘Peace be with you.’”  At sec-
ond glance, Jesus’ appearance and 
his words demonstrate that he fully 
understands what the disciples are 
experiencing and feeling.  Jesus 
fully understands that what has 
happened to him makes them full 
of questions.  Now he has come to 
be the one to offer peace.  Jesus 
shows them his scars, because the 
brokenness of sin is the real reason 
for his resurrection.  He wants 
them to know and remember that 
he died so they, and everyone else, 
no longer need to live in fear of 

consequences of sin.  Oh yes, sin 
continues, oh yes, fear and doubt 
continue.  And Jesus continues to 
show up to offer peace. 
 
 “While in their joy they 
were disbelieving and still wonder-
ing,” (Luke 24:40).  How many dif-
ferent emotions can the disciples 
have at one time?  Joy, disbelieving 
and wondering, all at once!  God 
created us as complex beings, and 
God created faith to contain and 
hold all of these mixed thoughts 
and feelings.  Faith is not the lack 
of questions or wondering or even 
disbelieving – faith is something 
God gives to us, as we experience 
all of the range of joy mixed with 
doubt and fear.  The presence of 
Jesus on Easter Sunday did not 
take away the disbelieving and 
questions of the disciples.  The 
presence of Jesus on Easter Sunday 
acknowledged that the sin and bro-
kenness of life does not have the 
last word. God shows up to walk 
with the disciples and with us, 
when we have doubts, fears and 
disbelief. 
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 That first Sunday Jesus did 
not take all of the questions away.  
He appeared and proclaimed 
“Peace be with you.”  God continues 
to show up, as we live in the bro-
kenness of sin and things we can 
not fully understand.  Jesus shows 
up when we worry about the future, 
when we are concerned about our 
families, our community and our 
church.  Jesus shows up and offers 
us peace.  Over and over we experi-
ence Easter - hope, the community 
of faith, the company of our God - 
the signs that Jesus died so that sin 
and brokenness do not have the last 
word. 
  
 
 Listen to the First Easter 
Story.  There are words of hope for 
each of us.  Then Jesus asks, “Have 
you anything here to eat?” (Luke 
24: 41)  Jesus brings them to the 
simple act of sharing a meal togeth-
er.  Respond to Jesus’ question, 
“Yes, we have food here to eat!”  
Gather around the tables in the fel-
lowship hall for pancakes, for 
Wednesday night dinners and 
more.  Stay after worship and share 
the muffins; they are intended to 
make you pause before you leave 
the building, look around and see 
God’s people who have gathered for 
worship (and you just thought Kelly 
liked to bake).  Come to The Lord’s 

 

Continued from page 3…. 
Table, and take and eat the Body 
and Blood of Christ given for the 
forgiveness of your sins. 
  

 All are welcome at the East-
er meal of The Lord’s Table – well, 
actually only sinners are welcome!  

I am going and I hope to see you 
there.   
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Baptism is available 

May 4th. Call the  

Joy office for more  

information. 


